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Dear 


In a letter dated October 19, 1988, Ms. Pauline Browes, Member 
of Parliament for Scarborough, has requested that I correspond 
directly with you concerning the activities of my Department 
related to environmental hypersensitivity. 


It is important to point out that the medical community and 
provincial governments share primary responsibility in this area. 
The government of Ontario has conducted an extensive investigation 
of environmental hypersensitivity resulting in release of the 
Thomson Report and a review report by a committee chaired by 
Dr. B. Zimmerman, a prominent allergist and immunologist. These 
reports are available from the Ontario Ministry of Health. One of 
the major gaps in knowledge identified in these reports was the lack 
of information on the number of people affected by environmental 
hypersensitivity. My Department has, therefore, expressed interest 
in funding research on this aspect, through the National Health 
Research and Development Programme. 
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The Department of National Health and Welfare is currently engaged in 
programs which assess and control exposure to chemicals in food, air 
and water. The Department is currently proposing regulations for the 
labelling of non-medical ingredients of drug products and is 
examining ways to inform consumers about ingredients in restaurant 
foods. Furthermore, the Department has an active surveillance 
program of food and drug sensitivity and is undertaking new 
surveillance and risk assessment studies of individuals with asthma. 
Through a National Health and Welfare grant program we are providing 
support to the Allergy Information Association. 
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The existing regulatory framework is not able to protect some 
individuals with the most unusual sensitivities from exposure to 
trace amounts of these substances. The issue is a medical one rather 
than an environmental one, involving counselling or avoidance of 
exposure on the part of the individual and/or desensitization 
therapy. 


My Department's principal legislative authority in this matter is the 
Food and Drugs Act. In addition other federal jurisdictions such as 
Environment Canada, Agriculture Canada, Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans share 
responsibility in ensuring a quality environment for all Canadians. 


I hope I have been of some help in addressing your concerns on 
environmental sensitivity. Officials in my Department would be 
pleased to address any further questions you may have. 


Yours truly, 


Jake Epp 


cc: Mrs. Pauline Browes, M.P. 


